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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Regular Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting 

Station 82 

May 10, 2011 
6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order by Chair Hesse at 6:00 

p.m.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Gregory Hesse, Commissioner Dennis 

Ross, Chief William Walkup, Deputy Chief Tony Nielsen, Deputy Chief Lonnie Rash, Carol Trescott, 

Administrative Assistant, and members of the public and members of the District. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Boling: 

The meeting Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion made by Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Boling: 

The Consent Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Customer Comment Card – Staff distributed the first mailing of the District’s Customer 

Satisfaction Survey cards to those citizens who have received recent services from the District.  One 

response has been returned to date and it indicated all services exceeded or met expectations. 

 

B. Fire Act Grant Sole Source – In April the Board took action to accept a Fire Act grant for 

approximately $350,000 which will be used for replacement of the District’s self-contained breathing 

apparatus.  Staff consulted with legal counsel regarding the possibility of using a sole source vendor 

for the purchase of new SCBA.  Legal reviewed the grant documents and the guidance provided by the 

federal government and cited a specific section of law that would allow the use of a sole source vendor 

in some instances.  By using a sole source vendor, the District will have the ability to remain with its 

current manufacturer and upgrade existing masks for a saving of approximately $35,000.  In addition, 

the ability to use sole source would enable the District’s SCBA system to remain compatible with an 

agency on the District’s northern boundary. 

 

The Board directed the Chief to seek a draft resolution from legal counsel that would allow the use of 

a sole source vendor for the purchase of the District’s new SCBA. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Oath of Office, James Smock – Chief Walkup introduced and administered the Oath of 

Office to Firefighter Paramedic James Smock.  Deputy Chief Nielsen presented FF/PM Smock with a 

District Badge which was followed by a welcome from the commissioners and the audience. 
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B. Storage Facility Bids – The District advertised to accept bids for the construction of two 

storage facilities.  Chief Walkup opened each sealed bid received and read as follows: 

 

1. Dardan Enterprises:  $336,951.52 

2. Bunker Steel Buildings:  $263,770 

3. Mano Construction Inc.:  $560,359 

4. Steel Structures America:  $140,205 for Station 81; $204,469.78 for Station 82 

5. DK Fowler Construction:  $646,700 

6. Spokane Structures:  $155,348.60 for Station 82; $151,637.58 for Station 81 

 

At first review it appeared that all bids have exceeded the District’s allotted budget; staff will further 

review the specifics of each bid.  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Ross: 

To direct staff to review all bids and accept the lowest most responsive bid with the right to 

refuse all bids if they do not fall within budget guidelines as determined by staff.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

C.  Risk Management Group Purchasing – Karen Miltenberger, Nicholson & Associates, 

contacted the District with a proposal to join an insurance risk management group. The group is not a 

pool but it gives participants the opportunity to leverage buying power for the purchase of their 

insurance and implements risk management strategies.  All participants in the group are fire districts; 

most current members are west side agencies.  Ms. Miltenberger noted that members of the Southwest 

Risk Management Group had already voted and accepted SCFD8’s membership based on prior 

knowledge of the District and of Chief Walkup. The District would see a 15% saving in premiums 

initially with the possibility of a 25% saving when an additional group dollar threshold is reached.  As 

a member of the group, the District would not share in other member’s risk, would specify its own 

coverage and deductibles, and would retain the same insurance provider as other members of the 

group. 

 

The Board reviewed the bylaws of the Southwest Risk Management Group as originally written by 

attorney Clark Snure.  Frank Chmelik is currently writing an update to the group bylaws and should 

have them completed by the end of May. 

 

Commissioner Hesse requested the Chief consult with Brian Snure to solicit his comments regarding 

the risk management group.  Chief Walkup will also obtain a copy of the group’s updated bylaws for 

the Board to review. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT:  Chief Walkup 

A. Surplus Listing – Staff is working to compile a list of surplus equipment for the Board to 

review at their next meeting.  The Board will be asked to take action to dispose of those items that are 

deemed as no longer of use to the District, are obsolete or in disrepair. 

 

B. AmeriCorps Hazard Assessment Progress – Phil Hayes of AmeriCorps is in the process of 

conducting hazard assessments in the Ponderosa area on behalf of SCFD8 and Spokane Valley Fire 

Department.  Mr. Hayes is sharing his findings with the homeowners he is able to make contact with 

and leaving a door hanger for those who are not at home. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The election filing period for the November election is June 6 – 10, 2011.  Positions currently held by 

Commissioner Hesse and Commissioner Ross are subject to election in 2011. 

 

Chief Walkup noted the Board may wish to consider running a small M & O levy for $.08 - $.10 in 

effort to to recover some of the revenues lost based on declining property values.  Commissioner 

Hesse requested the Chief craft ballot language for the Board to review. 

 

The commissioners will be attending the WFCA Spring Seminar, June 4
th

 in Chelan, WA. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 

 

 

 

             _____________________________________ 
             Gregory A. Hesse, Chair 

             Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
William A. Walkup  

District Secretary 


