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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Special Meeting 

Station 82 

March 1, 2013 
7:30 a.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The special meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order by Chair Boling at 7:30 

am.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Greg Hesse, Commissioner Dennis 

Ross, Chief William Walkup, Deputy Chief Tony Nielsen, Deputy Chief Greg Godfrey, Carol 

Trescott, members of the public and members of the District.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Boling stated Executive Session will be for the purposes of sharing information 

received from legal counsel with the commissioners; and for the Fire Chief’s evaluation. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  To approve the Agenda as 

noted.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Commissioner Boling stated the items listed in New Business will be determined by the Board’s 

discussions in Executive Session.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board entered into Executive Session at 7:32 am for matters of employee performance, RCW 

43.30.110 (1) (g).  Executive Session is estimated to last 25 minutes. 

 

Executive Session was adjourned at 7:54 am; the Special Meeting was called back into session. 

 

Commissioner Boling said that Chief Walkup notified the Board on 02/26/13 of his plans to retire.  As 

a result of the Chief’s decision, the Board consulted with legal counsel on the process for appointing 

an Acting Fire Chief, approving requests for extended leave, and selecting an acting District Secretary. 

 

Chief Walkup announced that he will retire effective May 30, 2013.  He said his position as Fire Chief 

has been the best job he has ever had and that is has been a sincere pleasure to lead the agency and 

work with its members.  He requested two weeks annual leave and will then return to work with the 

appointee to ensure a smooth transition for District.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Process for appointing a District Secretary when the District Secretary is absent – The 

District Fire Chief also currently serves as the District Secretary.  The agency has no written process 

in place to fill the District Secretary position if the Chief is absent.   

 

By statute, a District Secretary is to take an official oath of office similar to that of a fire 

commissioner, is appointed by the Board, and may also be a member of the Board. 

Motion by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  Commissioner Hesse to 

serve as Acting District Secretary in the absence of the Fire Chief/District Secretary.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 
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B. Process for approving requests for extended leave – There is currently no written process in 

place for the Chief to request extended leave, or for the Board to grant extended leave for the Fire 

Chief. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  To accept the Chief’s 

request for two weeks of vacation starting March 4, 2013.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. Process for appointing an Acting Fire Chief – Legal counsel advised the Board that Chief 

Walkup is to appoint an Acting Chief; the Acting Chief shall report to the Board.   

 

Chief Walkup announced his appointment of Deputy Chief Tony Nielsen to serve as Acting Fire 

Chief.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  To accept the appointment 

of Deputy Chief Tony Nielsen as Acting Fire Chief for the period when Chief Walkup is on 

vacation. 

 

Motion amended by Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  To appoint Deputy 

Chief Tony Nielsen as Acting Fire Chief effective Monday, March 4
th

 until a permanent 

appointment is made.  The motion as amended carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Commissioner Hesse thanked Chief Walkup for his years of service as Fire Chief and for his 25 years 

in the fire service.  Commissioner Hesse said the Chief has brought an extreme wealth of knowledge 

and leadership to Fire District 8.  He wished Chief Walkup, his wife, and his family the best as they 

move forward. 

 

Commissioner Ross acknowledged Chief Walkup’s reputation throughout the state and numerous 

contributions he had made to fire service boards and executive committees statewide.  He said the 

Chief is well respected in the fire service family as well as in the District 8 family. 

  

Commissioner Boling said Chief Walkup brought a lot of expertise and drive and had surpassed his 

expectations when he returned to the District as Fire Chief.  Commissioner Boling wished the Chief 

luck. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business, the Special Meeting was adjourned 8:05 am. 

 

 

              _____________________________________ 
              Lee C. Boling, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________________ 
Gregory A. Hesse, Acting District Secretary 


