
BOFC Meeting Minutes:  06/11/2013 1 

Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
June 11, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order by Chair Boling at 6:22 

pm.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Dennis Ross, Acting Chief Tony 

Nielsen, Deputy Chief Greg Godfrey, Division Chief Chris Wyrobek, Division Chief Tom Hatley, 

Carol Trescott, members of the District, and members of the public. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 New Business, Item A. Chris Desborough Donation move before Unfinished Business 

 New Business, Item B. Firefighter/Maintenance Technician Grytdal Oath of Office to follow 

New Business, Item A. 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  The meeting Agenda 

is approved as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

The 06/02/2013 Special Meeting minutes shall reflect Barb Boling was in attendance. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  The Consent Agenda 

is approved as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. District Secretary Position:  The Board appointed Carol Trescott interim District Secretary in 

May.  Per their request, Mrs. Trescott shared information relative to who serves as the District 

Secretary for neighboring agencies, if there are conflicts if the District Secretary also held an admin 

staff position, and how each is compensated. 

 

The Board addressed the District Secretary’s attendance at conferences and training events and 

compensation for the duties associated with the position.  They determined that activities considered 

Board-related business outside of the Administrative Assistant’s normal work day shall be 

compensated in accordance with the commissioner’s compensation rate of $104 per day. 

 

Commissioner Boling asked Chief Nielsen is he had any concerns with the Administrative Assistant 

also serving as the District Secretary.  He did not. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling, and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  To appoint Carol 

Trescott as District Secretary for Fire District 8.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Commissioner Boling noted Mrs. Trescott took the Oath of Office in May at the time she was 

appointed interim District Secretary. 

 

B. Resolution 09-01 and Member Handbook:  Commissioner Boling stated he has concerns 

with inconsistencies in the Resolution adopting the Member Handbook.  He said new policies must be 

brought before the Board for adoption and there are portions of the Handbook he would not have 

approved. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling, and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  To rescind Resolution 

09-01.  

 

Commissioner Boling clarified rescinding Resolution 09-01 does not negate the Member Handbook.  

He said it does mean it has not been adopted or accepted by the Board as policy but can still be used as 

a guideline.  

 

Commissioner Ross was in agreement that even though the Handbook is not current policy it may be 

used as a guideline. 

 

Chief Nielsen said it would be helpful to staff to combine the Member Handbook and the Operations 

Handbook into a Standard Operating Policy.  He said currently when changes are made to the manuals 

it is difficult for the membership to keep current, new manuals are reprinted at a cost of $400, and 

outdated manuals must be recalled.  With the Board’s approval, he said staff will review all current 

policy and procedures and put together one comprehensive book.   

 

The Board approved of the suggestion of a new manual and would also like to see the document 

posted electronically for easy access by all members.  In accordance with past practice, all changes 

should be posted for comment prior to adoption. 

 

Chief Nielsen said the Member Handbook and the Operations Handbook are currently available for all 

members on the District’s website.   

 

Commissioner Ross said it was important for the District to receive a signed acknowledgement form 

from all members stating they understand where to access District policy and that they have reviewed 

it.  

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. Campbell Road Annexation:  Deputy Chief Godfrey informed the Board that the Campbell 

Road annexation process is moving forward.  The District has received the petition documentation 

from Brian Snure and a resolution will be drafted and ready for the Board to adopt at their next regular 

meeting in July; annexation should be complete in August.  Run cards have been updated and the 

homeowners in the Campbell Road annexation area are now receiving fire protection services. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Chris Desborough Donation:  Chief Godfrey shared Chris Desborough’s story and the 

circumstances of his heart attack when Engine 84 responded to his aid in June, 2010.  Mr. Desborough 

recently completed a bicycle ride to Canada to raise funds for the District and to say thank you for 

helping to save his life.  Mr. Desborough and his wife Tammy presented the District with a check for 
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$3,540 collected from donations he received on his 500 mile ride. The monies will be used to purchase 

mannequins to teach CPR to seniors at Freeman High School.  The Desborough’s also gave special 

thanks to Paramedic Amanda Austin.  The Board thanked the Desborough’s for their generous 

donation. 

 

B. Firefighter/Maintenance Technician Grytdal Oath of Office:  Chief Nielsen introduced and 

administered the Firefighter Oath of Office to Mike Grytdal.  FF Grytdal’s daughters followed the 

oath by pinning a badge on their father. 

 

Commissioner Boling stated he appreciated that FF Grytdal knew what he wanted and pursued it.  He 

said he was excited to see Mike receive his badge from his daughters and was pleased he would be 

staying with the District. 

 

C. F21 Fund Abolishment, Resolution 13-04:  Commissioner Boling read Resolution 13-04, 

Abolishment of the F21 Construction Fund.  The fund was established to receive and disburse funds 

associated with the voter-approved general obligation bond projects.  Those projects are now complete 

and the funds have been expended. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  To adopt Resolution 

13-04 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. BVFF Service Credit Authorization:  Chief Nielsen reported that Del Blaine contacted the 

Board for Volunteer Firefighters requesting to makeup pensions payments for several years that he 

served as a volunteer firefighter with District 8.  BVFF provided documentation to the District 

showing the years he is allowed to makeup and the amount he owed ($779.40).  Because BVFF does 

not accept payment directly from individuals, they have stated Mr. Blaine must submit payment to 

SCFD8.  The District would in turn remit his payment to BVFF along with a remittance form for each 

year that Mr. Blaine is allowed to make up.  Per BVFF, Mr. Blaine must also currently be an active 

volunteer member of a department, and SCFD8’s Board must approve his request.  There is no 

additional cost to the District. 

 

SCFD8 began paying the pension benefit for its volunteer members in 1996. 

   

Resolution 84-8 authorizes commissioners to serve as a volunteer firefighter without additional 

compensation by a unanimous vote of the Board.  Discussion followed on the validity of a 

commissioner serving as a volunteer firefighter.  BVFF provided documentation showing the District 

reported Mr. Blaine as a volunteer in 1987, 1988, 1990, 1991, 1992, and 1993.  He was not listed on 

the District’s remittance report in 1989. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Service credit 

authorization for Firefighter Del Blaine is approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Ross questioned if Resolution 84-08 should be rescinded.  Commissioner Boling said 

he will contact attorney Brian Snure and the Board for Volunteer Firefighters to determine where he 

and Commissioner Ross stand relative to their prior volunteer service.    

 

E. Acting Fire Chief Compensation:  Commissioner Ross requested this item be tabled until 

July 9
th

 so he may conduct further research.  Chief Nielsen was appointed as Acting Chief on March 
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1
st
.  On May 8

th
 Chief Walkup proposed the Board consider adjusting Chief Nielsen’s compensation 

for the additional duties and responsibilities he has taken on as the Acting Fire Chief. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT - Chief Nielsen 

A. Fire Service Day Open House:  Deputy Chief Godfrey shared photos and details from the 

District’s Fire Service Day Open House on May 11
th

.   He has received positive feedback from all who 

attended the event. 

 

B. Mullen Road Elementary School Event:  In effort to widen involvement in the community, 

SCFD8 members participated in a Walkathon at Mullen Road Elementary in May.  

 

C. Barker & Chapman Road Development:  The District has approved a project for a 300 

home development near Barker and Chapman Roads in Spokane Valley.   

 

D. Commissioner Position #3:  Notifications have been posted announcing a vacancy on the 

Board of Fire Commissioners and the process for submitting a letter of interest for the position.  

Articles were printed in the local newspapers, posted on the District’s website, and emailed to all 

members. 

 

Commissioner Boling said he received a request to add a volunteer member to the interview panel.  

The panel will consist of Commissioner Boling, Commissioner Ross, Lee Campbell, one volunteer 

member, one bargaining unit member, and one staff member.  The panel will be allowed to ask 

questions, however, the Board will make the final selection.  Interviews will be held Wednesday, June 

26
th

.  

 

E. Strategic Plan Retreat:  A retreat was held on Saturday, June 8
th

 with the Mercer Group, the 

two Board members, senior staff, and a member of the bargaining unit.  At the retreat the draft 

Strategic Plan was thoroughly reviewed and attendees provided additional input and feedback to the 

consultants.  Mercer has subsequently sent their final document for the Board’s approval and adoption.  

Chief Nielsen stated there are many good projects in the plan and it will help to guide the agency for 

years. 

 

Commissioner Boling stated the Strategic Plan includes expectations for the Board, for the Fire Chief, 

and for the organization.   

 

F. Local 3711 Project:  Firefighter Paul Leforgee reported that members of Local 3711 built a 

ramp for a homebound woman who lives within the District which will now allow her to remain in her 

home.  They have plans to also install handrails on both sides of the ramp. 

 

The Board thanked FF Leforgee and the members of the Local for recognizing a need in the 

community and acting on it. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

Chief Godfrey briefed the Board on the District’s participation in the Spokane Valley Mall area-wide 

exercise on June 2
nd

.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Commissioner Ross apologized for arriving late for the meeting.  He stated the Local’s involvement in 

the community is phenomenal.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the regular meeting was adjourned 7:35 pm. 

 

 

 

 

              _____________________________________ 
              Lee C. Boling, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
Carol Trescott, District Secretary 


