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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
January 14, 2014 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair 

Boling.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner Chuck 

Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol Trescott, 

members of the public and members of the District. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  New Business, a Recess following Item A 

 Add:  Executive Report, Item G.  Station 81 Ride-along 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  The Agenda is 

approved as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  The Consent 

Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Boling led the group in singing Happy Birthday to Chief Nielsen. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Volunteer Officer Swearing-In Ceremony:  Chief Nielsen reported the agency recently 

completed a volunteer officer promotion process, and as a result, four District members were 

promoted or selected to officer positions.  Chief Nielsen introduced and administered the Oath of 

Office to Captain Jeff Sevigney, Captain Mike Lamb, Lieutenant Dave Simboli, and Lieutenant Joe St. 

John.  The Officer’s badges were pinned on their uniforms by members of their families. 

 

Commissioner Boling called a 15 minute recess in order to congratulate and welcome the new 

officers. 

 

The meeting was called back in session at 6:20 pm. 

 

B. Resolution 14-01, Adoption of Small Works Roster:   At recommendation of the state 

auditor, Chief Nielsen presented the Board with a resolution drafted by legal counsel that formally 

adopts the use of MRSC Rosters system to maintain the District’s small works roster and consultant 

services. 
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Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To adopt 

Resolution 14-01 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Executive Report 

A. State Auditor’s Report:  The state auditor’s office recently conducted an exit conference to 

share the results of the District’s 2011-2012 audit.  The assistant state auditor reported there were no 

deficiencies noted during their review that were considered to be material weakness and he described 

the audit as clean. A link to the Accountability Audit Report and the Financial Statements Audit 

Report will be posted on the District’s website through FireStat. 

 

B. Ambulance Service Board Chair:  Chief Nielsen was elected to serve a one-year term as 

Chair of the Ambulance Service Board. 

 

C. Legislative Day:  Legislative Day is Tuesday, February 11
th

 in Olympia. Commissioner 

Boling, Commissioner Vyverberg, and Chief Nielsen plan to attend.  Commissioner Rorie will consult 

his schedule for availability.  The majority of state legislators contacted have confirmed they will be at 

the luncheon. 

 

Legislative Day and the February BoFC meeting are both scheduled for February 11
th

.  The 

commissioners chose to move the February board meeting to either the 12
th

 or 13
th

 with the date to be 

determined after Commissioner Rorie consults his schedule.  

 

D. Awards Banquet:  The 2013 Awards Banquet is Friday, February 28
th

, at CenterPlace in 

Spokane Valley.  Chief Nielsen said staff has suggested adding an award category titled Distinguished 

Service or Fire Chief’s Award to the event with the recipient to be a member nominated by the Fire 

Chief and staff.  Chief Nielsen queried the Board for their thoughts on adding a new award to the 

event and asked if they felt such an award may be too similar to the recognition given by the 

Commissioners Award.   

 

Commissioner Boling said in the past all members of the agency submitted nominations for the 

Commissioners Award; in recent years nominations were made to the Board by staff.  It was his 

preference to open nominations in order to seek input from all members of the District. Commissioner 

Boling felt the more good works that was recognized the better, however he questioned how the two 

awards would be distinguished from one another. 

 

Chief Nielsen said he was unaware of the previous method for selection of the Commissioners Award 

and was in favor of soliciting input from all members of the District. 

 

Chief Godfrey said he brought forward the suggestion of a Distinguished Service or Fire Chief Award 

as a way to fill a gap by providing an award that came directly from the Fire Chief.  He noted the 

recipients of the other awards are nominated directly by their peers.   

 

Commissioner Rorie was in favor of adding a Fire Chief’s Award and he suggested defining the 

criteria for each award to reflect a separate meaning, such as operations related service associated with 

the Fire Chief’s award and community service related service tied to the Commissioners award. 

 

The new award will be presented at the 2015 awards banquet in order to allow adequate time to define 

parameters for the awards and solicit input from District members. 

 



BOFC Meeting Minutes:  01/14/2014 3 

E. CO Monitor Demonstration:  Last year, Paramedic/Firefighter Shayne Hanson brought 

forward a suggestion that District 8 carry CO monitors on all first out EMS kits.  Chief Nielsen said a 

total of 13 patients were saved in 2013 by Valley Fire and SCFD9 as a result of their crews being 

alerted by the CO monitors on their bags.  He reported that Division Chief Long negotiated pricing 

and was able to put the project together for approximately $1,630. Firefighters Jenkins and Bair 

demonstrated use of the District’s new carbon monoxide monitors.   

 

Commissioner Rorie attested he has used CO monitors at Valley Fire with great success.  

 

Chief Nielsen said the relative small investment will save lives in the community and protect District 

members. 

  

F. 2014 Officer Selection:  By the Board of Fire Commissioners Rules of Procedure the 

commissioners are to elect a Chair and a Vice-Chair each year at the first regularly scheduled meeting 

in February. 

 

G. Commissioner Ride-along:  Commissioner Vyverberg reported he recently participated in a 

24-hour ride-along with the crew at Station 81.  He went on eight calls during the shift and learned a 

lot in the process.  Commissioner Vyverberg stated he was proud of the people who work for the 

District and witnessed excellent professionalism and caring personnel.  He also spent time with Lt. 

Wainwright reviewing the new Streetwise software application and was very impressed with its 

capabilities.    

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board entered into Executive Session at 6:40 pm to review the performance of a public employee 

in accordance with RCW 42.30.110 (g).  In addition, Commissioner Boling stated the Board will 

conduct a short, informal evaluation of the Fire Chief’s performance.  Executive Session is expected 

to last 30 minutes. 

 

At 7:10 pm Commissioner Boling notified the public that Executive Session would last an additional 

ten minutes. 

 

Commissioner Boling called the regular meeting back in session at 7:25 pm. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To provide a salary 

adjustment for Chief Nielsen with the amount to be determined after research is completed. 

 

Commissioner Boling said the Board is very pleased with the work Chief Nielsen is doing as Fire 

Chief and that the commissioners enjoy working with him.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The next Chief Chat will be Thursday, January 23
rd

, beginning at 6:30 pm, at Station 85 
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 Staff  lunch will be Wednesday, January 15
th

 at Station 82 at 12:00; all members are invited to 

attend 

 

Commissioner Boling requested that a Special Meeting notice be posted for the January 23
rd

 Chief 

Chat in the event that two or more of the commissioners are in attendance. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the regular meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

              _____________________________________ 
              Lee C. Boling, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
District Secretary 


